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Hi

“We worry what our child will become tomorrow,
yet forget that they are someone today”
					 Stacia Tauscher

Just want to extend my gratitude to you all for the
incredible understanding you all have had in regards to
our Total Fire Ban Policy, we have had an unprecedented
The 2017 Kinder Committee have well and truly started, number so far, this year. I understand this can be
we have been busy behind the scenes getting prepared
frustrating to parents so thank you all for your patience.
for the new year, the grounds are looking amazing!
We have had a committee meeting and discussion about
Thanks, Dave our new Maintenance Man. Our first
the current policy. It has been decided that over the
fundraisers are rolling out, look out for the cookie
course of this year we will research an alternative to the
dough order form and a special night out later
current policy, but this takes time, we have many things
in the term.
to consider one being the safety of your CHILDREN.
and welcome to our first Kinder Capers of 2017!

March 6th
Return Cookie Dough Orders

save
March 31st
the
LJMP Family Night date

Don’t forget committee members are parents too!
We are approachable, understanding and sometimes
even know the answers to your questions! So if you have
any or haven’t figured out how to navigate kinder stuff,
just ask we are here to help and support.
Thanks, and see you at Kinder!
Naomi

May 27th
Annual Kinder Open Day

Welcome to our first Kinder Capers

Report for 2017. To those families returning welcome
back and to all new families welcome. We are looking
forward to a great year of fun, learning and
development with your children.
The children have all settled in happily arriving at
kinder and joining our morning group time where
we sing songs, discuss what there is happening at kinder
that day and take part in treasure. This is an important
part of our day and the children are participating very
well. Thank you to everyone for getting the children
to kinder on time.
In case you have forgotten Red treasure is Monday,
Orange treasure is Tuesday, Green treasure is
Wednesday & Purple Treasure is Thursday.
They children enjoyed a fantastic incursion when
Xavier from Wildlife Exposure visited our centre.
The children were able to touch, hold and interact with
a variety of marine animals’ such as sea stars, sea horses,
sea snails, sea urchins, port Jackson shark, a shark egg,
a large cranky crab and a blue ringed octopus. This has
been followed up with many discussions and stories
during which the children have recalled much of the
information that Xavier shared with them.
We have had two fun beach days at kinder with lots of
water play and slime. Sensory play helps to calm
children and develop a better understanding of

where their body is in space. We had water wheels,
boats, sea creatures, fishing games. The children also
created a variety of sea creatures that can be seen
around the room.
Friendships are already beginning to develop which
is wonderful to see. The children have quickly worked
out what colour rainbow they all are and who comes
on what days.
Snack and lunch are slowly becoming a little quicker.
These times of the day are very social and provide
opportunities for the children to interact with each
other and staff. This helps us all learn a little more
about each other.
When you are next on kinder duty remember to have
a look at your child’s portfolio. They are very proud of
them and love showing them off.
During mat times the children have been using musical
instruments, learning new songs, playing games to
help remember names and enjoying many wonderful
stories. We try to read two stories a day as modelling
reading is one of the first and most important steps in
encouraging your child to be a reader. They need to see
that we as adults value reading.
Please remember that on Monday, Tuesday &
Wednesdays there is no parking behind the gold
Honda where the disabled parking sign is located.

Please also explain to grandparents, especially those
with a disabled sticker that this spot must be left empty
at all times. It is the only safe place to get Willem in
and out of his wheel chair. We thank you for your
understanding.
Genevieve is on leave at the moment but will return
later in March. Also in March we will have a fourth
year university student working with us. Her name is
Emma so please introduce yourself and make her feel
welcome.
In the coming weeks we will be introducing bike
helmets for the children to wear when riding kinder
bikes. These will be worn over their kinder hat. I’m sure
it won’t take the children long to get use to it.
Don’t forget that we are available for a chat at anytime.
Just call or email to make an appointment.
Upcoming events: Tuesday 7th & Wednesday
8th March Walk to kinder days. We meet at
St Martin’s church at 8.45 and walk to kinder.
It would be great if we could have some
parents walk with us. Please let us know
if you can help.
Thank you
Belinda, Genevieve, Jo & Jess

Hi Everyone,
WELCOME WELCOME WELCOME to 2017.
Firstly I would like to welcome you all to kinder all
parents, families and children. Kellie and I are looking
forward to a great year of exploring, learning and most
of all fun.
I would like to thank you all very much for how our
information day ran very smoothly you all turned
up with all your paperwork in hand, this makes it so
much easier to get all the paperwork requirements out
the way and then we can get stuck into the fun stuff.
We started kinder with one hour sessions, this is
because it’s a great opportunity for the children and
staff to get to know one another and for the children
to begin to learn the routines and there is such a lot to
remember so we can spend more one on one time to
help your child remember and become familiar in the
kinder environment.
Well you should be all very proud of how the children
have settled in and how they are happily exploring the
new environment. The most popular areas over the first
couple of weeks has definitely been home corner and
playdoh. The children have manipulated and decorated
the playdoh with different resources using shells, glass
stones, beads and tooth picks. The children looked
after the babies, cooked and made cups of tea in home
corner. Outside the swings, bikes, scooters and the fort
have been very popular. It was great to see the children
ready to explore the environment with enthusiasm and
willing to experience new things.
We started kinder with shorter sessions and split
groups, this allows the children time to get to know
us and to become familiar in the kinder environments
and with routines. When we all come together we will

be starting our indoor/outdoor program where the
children can choose where they would like to play.
The children will be sharing the yard with the big
kinder children but from past experience this works
really well as the bigger children tend to want be
helpers in the yard which makes the children feel extra
special. We will also have rotating snack and this will
run from 10:10 -10:45am approx and the children can
come and eat during this time when they feel hungry.
It gives the children more independence, decision
making skills and it is a great way of encouraging social
interactions with the other children, Kellie and myself.
Just a reminder to not over fill your child’s lunch box
with too much food they only need a small amount to
see them through to lunch time.
On Tuesday 21st of February we had a beach day/
dress up day at kinder. The children came ready for our
beach day, some came dressed and ready for the beach,
others wore sun glasses and had their zinc cream across
their noses, Outside we had clam shells set up in the
sand pit with water wheels, sea creatures and boats.
We also had a sensory tub with blue slime and sea
creatures which the children really enjoyed the feel of.
We made some sea creatures such as glitter sea stars,
whales, sea horses and jelly fish which are displayed
proudly in our room.
On the Thursday 23rd ofMarch we will be having a
pirates/princess dress up day at kinder. We will do lots
of different activities in and outside to incorporate the
theme of the day.
On both these occasions the children do not have to
dress up if they do not want to. They might like to wear
a hat or bring something relating to the theme.
Now on a more serious note, we have a no nut and
egg policy at kinder. Please when your child comes

to kinder they need to wash their hands and face after
hanging up their bags in the bathroom. The children
will also be washing their hands before and wiping their
face after snack to eliminate risk. As part of our no nut
policy and as much as we love box construction could
you please not bring in any egg cartons or boxes that
say may contain traces of nuts. We have sourced a hair
dresser for colour boxes and small boxes from a friend
who works at a linen store. So if you have any other
sources where we can get boxes please let me know that
would be great. (small boxes for the children to be able
to do box pasting.)
Just a few reminders please make sure your child
has a named hat for kinder, it’s a great idea to have
one that you can leave in your child’s work box as we
will be enforcing no hat no play rule as of this week.
Also can you please make sure all drink bottles, lunch
boxes and clothing is named as it makes it easier for the
children and us to know what belongs to whom and
it also allows the children to be able to recognise their
name and be responsible for their own belongings.
Term overviews have gone out with the duty roster, if
there is a duty you cannot do could you just let me or
Kellie know as we may be able to find someone else.
If you ever wish to speak to me about your child or
anything to do with the kinder I am available after
session on a Tuesday or Thursday 12:15 – 12:45pm so
please feel free to stay for a chat.
Looking forward to a great term of getting to know
you all and having lots of fun.
Thanks heaps
Shar & Kellie

with thanks to
our sponsors...

think big think bell

9754 6888

1689 Burwood Hwy, Belgrave
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WHOLEFOODS BY THE
SCOOP
*Nuts *Seeds *Grains *Pulses
*Dried Fruits *Flour *Sugar *Tea
*Coffee *Herbs and Spices
Vegan, Gluten Free, Dairy free alteratives
164 Colby Drive Belgrave South ph 97542730
BYO containers or use
the paper bags provided

102 Colby Drive Belgrave South 3160
(03) 9754 5965
len.jeffrey.memorial.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au
www.lenjeffreymemorialpreschool.vic.edu.au

